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Abstract
Background: Lung cancer coexisting with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) or chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD) can lead to poor prognosis. Telomere-related polymorphisms may be implicated in the pathogenesis of
these three lung diseases. As to elucidate the mechanism of lung cancer via IPF or COPD may enable early detection
and early treatment of the disease, we firstly examined the association between telomere-related polymorphisms and the
risk of IPF and COPD in a case-control study. Materials and Methods: A total of 572 patients with IPF (n = 155) or
COPD (n = 417), who were derived from our on-going cohort study, and controls (n = 379), who were derived from our
previous case-control study, were included in this study. Telomerase reverse transcriptase (TERT) rs2736100, telomere
RNA component (TERC) rs1881984, and oligonucleotide/oligosaccharide-binding fold containing1 (OBFC1) rs11191865
were genotyped with real-time PCR using TaqMan fluorescent probes. Unconditional logistic regression was used to
assess the adjusted odds ratios and 95% confidence intervals. Results: TERT rs2736100 was significantly associated
with the risk of IPF; increases in the number of this risk allele increased the risk of IPF (Ptrend = 0.008). Similarly,
TERT rs2736100 was associated with the risk of COPD. In regard to the combined action of the three loci, increasing
numbers of “at-risk” genotypes increased the risk of IPF in a dose-dependent manner (P trend=0.003). Conclusions:
TERT rs2736100 was associated with the risks of both IPF and COPD in a Japanese population. A combination of the
“at-risk” genotypes might be important to identify the population at risk for IPF more clearly.
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Introduction
Patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) or idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) are at an
increased risk of lung cancer, especially in male smokers
(Ozawa et al., 2009; El-Zein et al., 2012). As lung cancer
is the most common cancer and the leading cause of
cancer-related mortality worldwide (Ferlay et al., 2015;
Nakagawa-Senda et al., 2017), a considerable number

of candidate-gene association studies in lung cancer
have been conducted to date. COPD is characterized by
progressive airflow limitation that is due to airway and/
or alveolar abnormalities caused, in turn, by exposure
to environmental exposures such as the constituents
in cigarette smoke (Vogelmeier et al., 2017). IPF with
no established etiology is the most common form of
idiopathic interstitial pneumonias (IIPs), which are
primarily a disorder of interstitial tissue and can lead to
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significant morbidity and mortality due to hypoxemic
respiratory insufficiency (Yang and Schwartz, 2015). The
malignant change from these lung diseases to lung cancer
is partly caused by the accumulation of DNA damage.
Cigarette smoking is the major cause of DNA damage, but
natural biological processes such as aging also contribute
to the accumulation of DNA damage.
Telomeres, which are repetitive DNA sequences, are
located at the ends of linear chromosomes and protect the
chromosome ends from degradation (Blackburn, 2001).
Because critically shortened telomeres signal a DNA
damage response that can lead to apoptosis, telomere
length is thought to be a biomarker of aging (Blackburn
et al., 2006; Mather et al., 2011). As smoking may induce
oxidative stress and then irretrievable damage to the
telomeric DNA (von Zglinicki, 2002), smoking may
be associated with shortened telomere length. Despite
biological plausibility between smoking and shortened
telomere length, there have been inconsistencies in the
studies (Harris et al., 2012; Revesz et al., 2015). As
telomere length is influenced by non-genetic factors such
as age and smoking, the relationship between telomere
length and lung cancer is controversial (Jang et al., 2008;
Machiela et al., 2015).
Recently, genes involved in telomere length have been
implicated in the pathogenesis of a variety of chronic lung
diseases (CLDs), including IPF, COPD, and lung cancer
(Alder et al., 2011; Codd et al., 2013; Fingerlin et al.,
2013; Gansner and Rosas, 2013; Snetselaar et al., 2015;
Stanley et al., 2015; Zhou and Wang, 2016). Mutations
in the telomerase complex, TERT (telomerase reverse
transcriptase) and TERC (telomerase RNA component),
which help maintain telomere lengths and chromosome
stability in cells, are of great importance to human health
(O’Reilly et al., 1999; Ly, 2009) and has been reported as
a risk of COPD (Ding et al., 2019), IPF (Noth et al., 2013;
Kropski et al., 2015) and lung cancer (Fernandez-Garcia
et al., 2008; Li et al., 2017). OBFC1 (oligosaccharidebinding fold-containing protein 1) is part of the CST
complex (consists of CTC1, STN1, and TEN1 proteins),
which binds to single-stranded DNA and is important for
telomere maintenance (Levy et al., 2010). Polymorphisms
of OBFC1 have been reported as a risk factor for glioma
(Walsh et al., 2015) and IPF (Fingerlin et al., 2013).
Although overlapping genetic risk factors among COPD,
IPF, and lung cancer have been reported (Haycock et al.,
2017; Hobbs et al., 2017), not all genetic factors might
contribute to the development of the three diseases.
Namely, the alleles associated with the risk of having a
disease depend on the type of disease (van Moorsel, 2018).
TERT rs2736100 and TERC rs1881984 were relatively
well-examined in both IPF and COPD, while OBFC1
rs11191865 has been reported to be associated with
various carcinomas (Walsh et al., 2015). As to elucidate the
mechanisms of lung cancer via IPF or COPD may enable
early detection and early treatment of the disease, we
first examined the association between telomere-related
polymorphisms (TERT rs2736100, TERC rs1881984
and OBFC1 rs11191865), which were selected from
genome-wide association studies on IPF (Mushiroda et
al., 2008; Fingerlin et al., 2013; Noth et al., 2013; Stuart
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et al., 2015; Allen et al., 2017), and the risk of IPF and
COPD in this case-control study.

Materials and Methods
Fukuoka tobacco-related lung disease survey and
population
In this case-control study, patients with COPD or
IPF were selected from a multicenter (29 associated
hospitals), prospective cohort study named the Fukuoka
Tobacco-Related Lung Disease (FOLD) registry study
conducted in Fukuoka prefecture, Japan between
September 1st, 2013 and April 1st, 2016 (Ogata-Suetsugu
et al., 2020). The patients who agreed to donate blood
samples for genetic testing were included in this study
(Supplement and Supporting Data / SSD1). IPF was
diagnosed based on the criteria (Raghu et al., 2011) while
COPD was diagnosed according to the Global Initiative
for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease (GOLD) criteria.
(Vestbo et al., 2013). The details on the cohort setting
were described elsewhere (Ogata-Suetsugu et al., 2020).
Controls (n = 379) were derived from a previous
case-control study conducted in Fukuoka prefecture
between November 1996 to March 2008 (Kiyohara et al.,
2014). They were hospitalized patients without a clinical
history of any type of malignancy, ischemic heart disease,
or chronic respiratory disease. All controls agreed to
donate blood samples after written informed consent.
All subjects were unrelated ethnic Japanese. The study
protocol was approved by our institutional review board
and research ethics committee (#25-135, #555-00), and all
participants provided written informed consent.
Genetic analysis
Genome DNA was extracted from blood samples, and
genotyping was conducted with blinding to case/control
status. TaqMan® SNP Genotyping Assays purchased from
Applied Biosystems (Foster City, CA, USA) were used
for the following [gene, single nucleotide polymorphism
(SNP), assay ID]: TERT, rs2736100, C___1844009_10;
TERC, rs1881984, C___176429_10 and OBFC1,
rs11191865, C___2818536_10. The real-time PCR
reaction conditions were as follows: 95°C for 10 min,
followed by 40 cycles of 95 °C for 15 s and 60°C for 1 min.
For quality control, we repeated assays on a random 5%
of all samples, and the replicates were 100% concordant.
Statistical analysis
Comparisons of means and proportions were based
on the unpaired t-test (or Mann-Whitney test in case
of not following a normal distribution) and χ2 test (or
Fisher’s exact test in case of n < 5), respectively. The
former tests were used for continuous variables, while
the latter ones were used for dichotomous variables.
Unconditional logistic regression was used to compute
the odds ratios (ORs) and their 95% confidence intervals
(CIs), with adjustments for several covariates (age, sex,
and smoking status). Deviation from Hardy-Weinberg
Equilibrium (HWE) for each SNP was tested in controls by
the chi-square (Pearson) test. Because there is no generally
accepted answer to the question of which alleles are
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“at-risk” alleles, we selected the category with the largest
number of subjects (generally major homozygotes) as
the reference category. We then designated the genotype
that is presumed to increase the risk of lung disease as
the “at-risk” genotype. Thus, analyses were done under
a dominant model (the heterozygotes grouped with the
homozygotes for the “at-risk” allele), a recessive model
(the heterozygotes grouped with the homozygotes for the
“non-risk” allele) and a codominant model (genotypic
model, three genotypes considered independently) in
this study. The trend test was described in two ways: by
reference to homozygotes of major alleles and by reference
to homozygotes of minor alleles. For example, the trend
was assessed by a score test for each genotype as follows:
0 = homozygous for the major allele, 1 = heterozygous
for the minor allele, and 2 = homozygous for the minor
allele. The cumulative “at-risk” genotype (at least one
“at-risk” allele) effects were evaluated and assigned an
ordinal score of 0 (“no-risk” genotypes), 1 (one “at-risk”
genotypes), 2 (two “at-risk” genotypes) and 3 (three
“at-risk” genotypes).
Patients with respiratory disease may have changed
their smoking habits following the appearance of
respiratory symptoms before the diagnosis of the disease.
As it is difficult to distinguish clearly between current
smokers and former smokers, subjects were considered
ever smokers if they smoked or stopped smoking
before the date of registration of the FOLD registry.
Never-smokers were defined as those who had never
smoked in their lifetime.
All statistical analyses were performed using
the computer program STATA Version 15.1 (STATA
Corporation, College Station, TX). All P values
were two-sided, with those less than 0.05 considered
statistically significant.

Results
Characteristics of study subjects
SSD 2 shows the distributions of selected characteristics
among study subjects. This study included 572 patients
with IPF (n = 155) or COPD (n=417) and 379 controls.
Since controls were not selected to match patients in
regard to age and sex, there were significant differences
in age (P < 0.001) and sex ratio (P < 0.001) between
patients and controls. Smoking history was higher for
both patient groups as compared to controls (P < 0.001
for both groups). Hence, we included age, sex and
smoking history as a covariate in all the analyses. The
prevalence of a family history of idiopathic interstitial
pneumonias was significantly higher in patients with IPF
(4.5%) than in those with COPD (0.5%) (Fisher’s exact
P = 0.002). Diagnostic biopsies were performed in 13
patients with IPF. IPF patients had a lower prevalence of
smoking history, a lower percentage of males, and a lower
vital capacity (VC) (% predicted) than COPD patients.
Conversely, patients with IPF had a higher BMI, a higher
forced expiratory volume in 1 (FEV1.0 (L)), (%FEV), and
a higher Tiffeneau Index than those with COPD. There
was no difference in the prevalence of cancer history and
gastroesophageal reflux disease between IPF patients and
COPD patients.
Allelic frequencies in patients with IPF or COPD, and
in controls
SSD 3 shows the allelic frequencies of telomererelated genetic polymorphisms in study subjects. The
distribution of genotypes in rs2736100, rs1881984, and
rs11191865 were in Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium in
controls (P > 0.05). The frequencies of the minor alleles
of rs2736100, rs1881984, and rs11191865 among controls
were 41.3%, 36.0%, and 33.2%, respectively. As for
rs2736100, the genotypic distribution among patients with

Table 1. Association between the Telomere-Related Polymorphisms and IPF Risk
Polymorphism

No. of cases/
controls

Adjusted OR a (95% CI)
Codominant model

TERT rs2736100 (T>G)
TT

82 / 137

1.00 (Reference)

2.88 (1.31–6.34)

TG

57 / 171

0.68 (0.39–1.17)

1.96 (0.88–4.37

GG

16 / 71

0.35 (0.15–0.76)

1.00 (Reference)

Ptrend =0.008

Ptrend =0.008

Dominant model

Recessive model

TT+TG vs. GG

TT vs. TG+GG

2.41 (1.14–5.09)

TT

79 / 160

1.00 (Reference)

1.36 (0.62–2.98)

TC

60 / 165

0.89 (0.52–1.53)

1.21 (0.55–2.67)

CC

16 / 54

0.73 (0.34–1.61)

1.00 (Reference)

Ptrend =0.435

Ptrend =0.435

1.29 (0.61–2.69)

GG

84 / 173

1.00 (Reference)

1.90 (0.83–4.37)

AG

56 / 160

0.66 (0.38–1.13)

1.25 (0.53–2.92)

AA

15 / 46

0.53 (0.23–1.21)

1.00 (Reference)

Ptrend =0.063

Ptrend =0.063

TT vs. TC+CC
1.18 (0.71–1.96)
1.00 (Reference)

1.00 (Reference)
GG+AG vs. AA

OBFC1 rs11191865 (G>A)

1.00 (Reference)

1.00 (Reference)
TT+TC vs. CC

TERC rs1881984 (T>C)

1.76 (1.06–2.91)

1.57 (0.71–3.49)

GG vs. AG+AA
1.60 (0.97–2.65)
1.00 (Reference)

1.00 (Reference)

95% CI, 95% confidence interval; OR, odds ratio; a, Adjusted for age, sex and smoking status.
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Table 2. Association between the Telomere-Related Polymorphisms and COPD Risk
Polymorphism

No. of cases/
controls

Adjusted OR a (95% CI)
Codominant model

Dominant model

Recessive model

TT+TG vs. GG

TT vs. TG+GG

TERT rs2736100 (T>G)
TT
TG
GG

154 / 137

1.00 (Reference)

1.88 (0.97–3.64)

204 / 171

1.12 (0.67–1.83)

2.09 (1.10–4.01)

59 / 71

0.53 (0.27–1.03)

1.00 (Reference)

Ptrend =0.162

Ptrend =0.162

1.99 (1.09–3.66)
1.00 (Reference)
TT+TC vs. CC

TERC rs1881984 (T>C)
TT

188 / 160

1.00 (Reference)

1.88 (0.90–3.93)

TC

190 / 165

1.06 (0.65–1.71)

1.99 (0.95–4.16)

CC

39 / 54

0.53 (0.25–1.11)

1.00 (Reference)

Ptrend =0.244

Ptrend =0.244

1.93 (0.96–3.88)
1.00 (Reference)
GG+AG vs. AA

OBFC1 rs11191865 (G>A)
GG

170 / 173

1.00 (Reference)

1.09 (0.55–2.17)

AG

189 / 160

1.10 (0.68–1.78)

1.20 (0.61–2.38)

AA

58 / 46

0.92 (0.46–1.82)

1.00 (Reference)

Ptrend =0.958

Ptrend =0.958

1.15 (0.60–2.17)
1.00 (Reference)

1.08 (0.68–1.72)
1.00 (Reference)

TT vs. TC+CC
1.09 (0.69–1.72)
1.00 (Reference)

GG vs. AG+AA
0.95 (0.60–1.49)
1.00 (Reference)

95% CI, 95% confidence interval; OR, odds ratio; a, Adjusted for age, sex and smoking status.

IPF was significantly different from that among controls
(P = 0.001).
Association between telomere-related genetic
polymorphisms and the risk of IPF or COPD
After adjustment for age, sex, and smoking status, the
OR of the minor homozygote of rs2736100 for IPF was
0.35 (95% CI = 0.15–0.76) under the codominant model
(Table 1). Increasing the number of minor alleles of
rs2736100 significantly decreased the risk of IPF in a dosedependent manner (Ptrend = 0.008). Namely, the major
allele was an “at-risk” allele. Rs2736100 was significantly
associated with increased risk of IPF in the genetic
models [codominant model (TT vs. GG), OR = 2.88,
95% CI = 1.31-6.34; dominant model (TT + TG vs. GG),
OR = 2.41, 95%CI = 1.14–5.09; recessive model (TT vs.
TG + GG), OR = 1.76, 95%CI = 1.06–2.91]. Increasing
the number of minor alleles of rs1881984 and rs11191865
tended to decrease the risk of IPF in a dose-dependent
manner, although the trend was not statistically significant

(Ptrend = 0.435, 0.063, respectively).
As shown in Table 2, rs2736100 was associated with the
increased risk of COPD in dominant model [codominant
model (TT vs. GG), OR =1.88, 95%CI = 0.97–3.64;
dominant model (TT + TG vs. GG), OR = 1.99, 95%CI
= 1.09-3.66]. Both rs1881984 and rs11191865 were not
associated with COPD risk.
Association between the combination of telomere-related
genetic polymorphisms and the risk of IPF or COPD
To achieve adequate statistical power, the minor
homozygote and the heterozygote (reference category)
were bundled in one group for subsequent analysis
independent of the genetic model. Table 3 shows the
association between the combination of telomere-related
genetic polymorphisms and the risk of IPF. According to
the recessive model, the homozygotes for the “at-risk”
allele were scored as 1 (one “at-risk” genotype) in
each SNP. Increasing numbers of “at-risk” genotypes
increased IPF risk in a dose-dependent manner (OR for

Table 3. Association between the Combination of Telomere–Related Genetic Polymorphisms and the Risk of IPF
Presence of "at-risk" genotype

Cases/
controls

Adjusted OR a (95% CI)

P-value

TERC

OBFC1

TERT

rs1881984

rs11191865

rs2736100

0

0

0

13/73

1.00 (Reference)

1

0

0

17/56

1.22 (0.43–3.44)

0.713

0

1

0

23/69

1.81 (0.69–4.70)

0.224

0

0

1

20/43

2.42 (0.89–6.55)

0.083

1

1

0

20/44

3.06 (1.02–9.17)

0.046

1

0

1

21/34

2.31 (0.82–6.47)

0.111

0

1

1

20/34

3.32 (1.12–9.82)

0.03

1

1

1

21/26

3.50 (1.16–10.62)

0.027

Adjusted OR a (95% CI)

1.00 (Reference)
1.78 (0.77–4.08)

0.176

2.84 (1.20–6.73)

0.018

3.51 (1.16–10.59)

0.026

Ptrend = 0.003

95% CI, 95% confidence interval; OR, odds ratio; Based on recessive model; a, Adjusted for age, sex and smoking status.

670

Asian Pacific Journal of Cancer Prevention, Vol 21

P-value

DOI:10.31557/APJCP.2020.21.3.667
IPF and COPD as Lung Cancer Precursors

one “at-risk” genotype = 1.78, 95%CI = 0.77–4.08; OR for
two “at-risk” genotypes = 2.84; 95% CI = 1.20–6.73; OR
for three “at-risk” genotypes = 3.51, 95%CI = 1.16–10.59;
P trend=0.003). In the two loci analysis, the ORs for the
combination including OBFC1 rs11191865 increased
significantly.
In contrast, there was no dose-dependent relationship
between COPD risk and the number of “at-risk”
genotypes, though the OR for three “at-risk” genotypes
was the highest (OR = 1.34, 95% CI = 0.51–3.54) (SSD 4).

Discussion
Three telomere-related polymorphisms were examined
in 572 cases of IPF/COPD cases and 379 controls in this
case-control study. In controls, the frequencies of the minor
alleles of rs2736100, rs1881984, and rs11191865 were
41.3%, 36.0%, and 33.2%, respectively, and the genotypic
distributions were consistent with HWE (SSD 3). The
major (T) allele frequency of rs2736100 in our study
(58.7%) was somewhat lower than that in the HapMap-JPT
samples from dbSNP (62.4% (Available at https://www.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/snp/?term=rs2736100.)) or those in
previous reports in healthy Japanese (60.1% (Miki et
al., 2010), 60.0% (Kamatani et al., 2010)). According
to the dbSNP database, the T allele frequency is most
common among Japanese (62.4%) and least common
among Gujarati Indians (a western Indian population
living in Texas, 35.5%), with the frequencies in European
(47.3%) and Han Chinese (56.4%) being intermediate
between these populations. On the other hand, the
frequencies of the T allele of rs1881984 (64.0%) and
the G allele of rs11191865 (66.8%) in our study were
similar to those of the HapMap-JPT dbSNP (the
corresponding figures of rs1881984 and rs11191865
were 61.0% ( Available at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/projects/SNP/snp_ref.cgi?rs=1881984.) and 65.7%
(Available at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/projects/SNP/
snp_ref.cgi?rs=11191865. ) respectively).
In the present study, the T allele of rs2736100 was
associated with an increased risk of IPF [adjusted OR for
the T allele =1.73, 95%CI = 1.18–2.52, P = 0.005 (data not
shown)]. A GWAS in Japanese reported that rs2736100
might contribute to the risk of IPF; the OR of IPF for the
T allele was 1.81 (95% CI= 1.46–2.24) (Mushiroda et
al., 2008). In non-Japanese populations, the ORs of IPF
for the T allele were 1.75 (P = 0.17) among Koreans,
2.00 (P = 0.05) among Mexicans, and 1.37 (P<0.001)
among non-Hispanic whites (Peljto et al., 2015). It has
been reported that the T allele is associated with shorter
telomere length while the G allele is associated with
longer telomere length (Codd et al., 2013). Although the
mechanisms of telomere length regulation by rs2736100
are not currently understood, the SNP lies within a putative
regulatory region (Landi et al., 2009) and is considered
to influence TERT expression based on the evolutionary
and sequence pattern extraction through reduced
representations (ESPERR) score (Taylor et al., 2006).
ESPERR, which is a computational method, has been
developed to create a reduced representation for removing
noise while keeping useful signals for characterizing

a class of functional components (Available at https://
omictools.com/esperr-tool.)
The germline mutations in telomerase components
such as TERT and TERC are detected in 8%–15% of cases
of familial IPF but rarely in 1%–3% of cases of sporadic
IPF (Armanios, 2012). Variations in TERT and TERC
cause telomerase haploinsufficiency, which results in short
telomere defect, the most clinically recognized telomere
dysfunction in autosomal dominant pulmonary fibrosis
(Armanios, 2012). However, there are few reports about
the association between rs2736100 and COPD. Stanley
et al., (2015) reported that the prevalence of deleterious
variations in TERT was 1% in their cohort of smokers with
severe emphysema/COPD and that germline mutations
in telomerase were a genetic risk factor for severe
emphysema among smokers. Short telomeres reduce the
threshold for cigarette smoke damage in intraepithelial
cells, and then the damage causes epithelial senescence.
Senescence may be an important factor in triggering
alveolar destruction in telomere-mediated emphysema
(Stanley et al., 2015).
Taking these results together, we considered it
biologically plausible that the T allele of rs2736100
associated with shorter telomere length was related to
an increased risk of non-cancerous pulmonary disease.
Recently, it has been suggested that the common etiology
of IPF/COPD is a disease category characterized by
alveolar senescence and lung “early aging” (for IPF
patients, defects in alveolar epithelial precursor cells; and
for COPD patients, defects in mesenchymal precursor
cells) (Ito and Barnes, 2009; Chilosi et al., 2012; Tuder
et al., 2012).
TERC rs1881984 and OBFC1 rs11191865 were not
related to the risk of either IPF or COPD in this study.
It has been shown a significant association between
rs11191865 and IPF in non-Hispanics and Mexicans but
not in Koreans (Peljto et al., 2015). Ethnic differences may
exist in the association of rs11191865 and IPF and reflect
different polymorphism-polymorphism interactions, or
different linkages to the polymorphisms determining the
IPF risk.
We also evaluated the relationship between the
cumulative “at-risk” genotypes of three telomerase-related
polymorphisms and the risks of IPF and COPD. The
association between IPF and COPD risk and the pertinent
combination of multiple “at-risk” genotypes has not been
explored. Most epidemiological studies on CLDs have
examined the main effect of each SNP or SNP-environment
interaction and rarely the SNP–SNP combination.
Although there were no significant associations in a
single locus analysis, increasing numbers of “at-risk”
genotypes increased the IPF risk in a dose-dependent
manner. In addition, there was no significant association
in the two risk genotype combination of rs2736100 and
rs1881984, but the combination including the “at-risk”
genotype of rs11191865 increased the risk of IPF. Like
rs2736100, rs11191865 is present in an intron and has
been reported to have no effect on OBFC1 expression and
structure (Fingerlin et al., 2013). It remains unclear how
rs11191865 is associated with the risk of IPF. Our study,
for the first time, combined rs2736100, rs1881984, and
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rs11191865 polymorphisms with COPD/IPF risk.
The advantages of the present study included the
fairly large size of the study population and the higher
prevalence of the “at-risk” allele of rs2736100 in
Japanese compared to other ethnic populations because
a sample size with sufficient statistical power is critical
to the success of genetic association studies. Therefore,
Japanese individuals may be an appropriate population
for studying the association between rs2736100—either
alone or with other polymorphisms—and IPF Several
study limitations should also be discussed. The first was
the potential for misclassification of the diagnosis. Clinical
investigators were cautious to exclude other fibrotic lung
diseases, but we cannot exclude the possibility that a
small number of non-IPF fibrotic lung diseases may have
been classified as IPF. Second, case-control studies are
specifically open to selection bias in the control group. In
our study, the controls were grouped separately and were
not matched to the patients. However, matching solves
confounding problems during the design phase of the
study, rather than the analysis phase. In this study, these
factors were adjusted in a statistical model. Matching is an
option that can improve the efficiency of the estimation of
exposure effects in situations where confounding factors
are substantially different between the cases and controls.
TERT rs2736100 was associated with both risks of
COPD and IPF in a Japanese population. Three SNPs
involved in telomere length had a significant cumulative
impact on IPF risk. In the future study, we are going
to compare the role of these three telomere-related
polymorphisms among two groups of COPD or IPF
patients who developed lung cancer and those who did
not develop lung cancer in our prospective cohort study.

Acknowledgements
We thank the patients, their families, and all of the
investigators participating in the Fukuoka Tobacco-Related
Lung Disease (FOLD) registry group (all members listed
in SSD 5).
Funding
This work was supported by a grant from the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
of Japan as part of a broad-area, network-based project
to drive clinical research at Kyushu University Hospital,
and partly supported by grants from the Ministry of
Education, Science, Sports and Culture, Japan (Y.N.), the
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan to the
Diffuse Lung Diseases Research Group (N.H.), the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science (a Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research (B): grant no. 25293143 to C.K. and
a Grant-in-Aid for Research Activity start-up: grant no
16H07050 to T.Y.), and the Kanae Foundation for the
Promotion of Medical Science (to T.Y.).
Ethical statement
The study protocol was approved by our institutional
review board and research ethics committee (#25-135,
#555-00), and all participants provided written informed
consent.

672

Asian Pacific Journal of Cancer Prevention, Vol 21

Supplement and Supporting Data (SSD)
SSD 1. Flow diagram of study samples
SSD 2. The distributions of selected characteristics
among study subjects
SSD 3. The allelic frequencies of telomere-related
genetic polymorphisms in study subjects
SSD 4. The association between the combination of
telomere-related genetic polymorphisms and the risk of
COPD
SSD 5. All of the investigators participating in the
Fukuoka Tobacco-Related Lung Disease (FOLD) registry
group.
Conflict of interest
The authors declare that they have no conflict of
interest.

References
Alder JK, Guo N, Kembou F, et al (2011). Telomere length is a
determinant of emphysema susceptibility. Am J Respir Crit
Care Med, 184, 904-12.
Allen RJ, Porte J, Braybrooke R, et al (2017). Genetic variants
associated with susceptibility to idiopathic pulmonary
fibrosis in people of European ancestry: a genome-wide
association study. Lancet Respir Med, 5, 869-80.
Armanios M (2012). Telomerase and idiopathic pulmonary
fibrosis. Mutat Res, 730, 52-8.
Blackburn EH (2001). Switching and signaling at the telomere.
Cell, 106, 661-73.
Blackburn EH, Greider CW, Szostak JW (2006). Telomeres and
telomerase: the path from maize, Tetrahymena and yeast to
human cancer and aging. Nat Med, 12, 1133-8.
Chilosi M, Poletti V, Rossi A (2012). The pathogenesis of COPD
and IPF: distinct horns of the same devil?. Respir Res, 13, 3.
Codd V, Nelson CP, Albrecht E, et al (2013). Identification
of seven loci affecting mean telomere length and their
association with disease. Nat Genet, 45, 422-7, 7e1-2.
Ding Y, Li Q, Wu C, et al (2019). TERT gene polymorphisms are
associated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease risk in
the Chinese Li population. Mol Genet Genomic Med, 7, e773.
El-Zein RA, Young RP, Hopkins RJ, et al (2012). Genetic
predisposition to chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and/
or lung cancer: important considerations when evaluating
risk. Cancer Prev Res (Phila), 5, 522-7.
Ferlay J, Soerjomataram I, Dikshit R, et al (2015). Cancer
incidence and mortality worldwide: sources, methods and
major patterns in GLOBOCAN 2012. Int J Cancer, 136,
E359-86.
Fernandez-Garcia I, Ortiz-de-Solorzano C, Montuenga LM
(2008). Telomeres and telomerase in lung cancer. J Thorac
Oncol, 3, 1085-8.
Fingerlin TE, Murphy E, Zhang W, et al (2013). Genome-wide
association study identifies multiple susceptibility loci for
pulmonary fibrosis. Nat Genet, 45, 613-20.
Gansner JM, Rosas IO (2013). Telomeres in lung disease. Transl
Res, 162, 343-52.
Harris SE, Martin-Ruiz C, von Zglinicki T, et al (2012). Telomere
length and aging biomarkers in 70-year-olds: the Lothian
Birth Cohort 1936. Neurobiol Aging, 33, 1486.e3-8.
Haycock PC, Burgess S, Nounu A, et al (2017). Association
between telomere length and risk of cancer and
non-neoplastic diseases: A Mendelian Randomization Study.
JAMA Oncol, 3, 636-51.
Hobbs BD, de Jong K, Lamontagne M, et al (2017). Genetic

DOI:10.31557/APJCP.2020.21.3.667
IPF and COPD as Lung Cancer Precursors
loci associated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
overlap with loci for lung function and pulmonary fibrosis.
Nat Genet, 49, 426-32.
Ito K, Barnes PJ (2009). COPD as a disease of accelerated lung
aging. Chest, 135, 173-80.
Jang JS, Choi YY, Lee WK, et al (2008). Telomere length and
the risk of lung cancer. Cancer Sci, 99, 1385-9.
Kamatani Y, Matsuda K, Okada Y, et al (2010). Genome-wide
association study of hematological and biochemical traits in
a Japanese population. Nat Genet, 42, 210-5.
Kiyohara C, Horiuchi T, Takayama K, et al (2014). Genetic
polymorphisms involved in the inflammatory response and
lung cancer risk: a case-control study in Japan. Cytokine,
65, 88-94.
Kropski JA, Blackwell TS, Loyd JE (2015). The genetic basis
of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. Eur Respir J, 45, 1717-27.
Landi MT, Chatterjee N, Yu K, et al (2009). A genome-wide
association study of lung cancer identifies a region of
chromosome 5p15 associated with risk for adenocarcinoma.
Am J Hum Genet, 85, 679-91.
Levy D, Neuhausen SL, Hunt SC, et al (2010). Genome-wide
association identifies OBFC1 as a locus involved in human
leukocyte telomere biology. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A, 107,
9293-8.
Li H, Xu Y, Mei H, et al (2017). The TERT rs2736100
polymorphism increases cancer risk: A meta-analysis.
Oncotarget, 8, 38693-705.
Ly H (2009). Genetic and environmental factors influencing
human diseases with telomere dysfunction. Int J Clin Exp
Med, 2, 114-30.
Machiela MJ, Hsiung CA, Shu XO, et al (2015). Genetic variants
associated with longer telomere length are associated with
increased lung cancer risk among never-smoking women
in Asia: a report from the female lung cancer consortium in
Asia. Int J Cancer, 137, 311-9.
Mather KA, Jorm AF, Parslow RA, et al (2011). Is telomere
length a biomarker of aging? A review. J Gerontol A Biol
Sci Med Sci, 66, 202-13.
Miki D, Kubo M, Takahashi A, et al (2010). Variation in TP63
is associated with lung adenocarcinoma susceptibility in
Japanese and Korean populations. Nat Genet, 42, 893-6.
Mushiroda T, Wattanapokayakit S, Takahashi A, et al (2008). A
genome-wide association study identifies an association of
a common variant in TERT with susceptibility to idiopathic
pulmonary fibrosis. J Med Genet, 45, 654-6.
Nakagawa-Senda H, Yamaguchi M, Matsuda T, et al (2017).
Cancer prevalence in Aichi, Japan for 2012: Estimates based
on incidence and survival data from population-based cancer
registry. Asian Pac J Cancer Prev, 18, 2151-6.
Noth I, Zhang Y, Ma S-F, et al (2013). Genetic variants associated
with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis susceptibility and
mortality: a genome-wide association study. Lancet Respir
Med, 1, 309-17.
O’Reilly M, Teichmann SA, Rhodes D (1999). Telomerases.
Curr Opin Struct Biol, 9, 56-65.
Ogata-Suetsugu S, Hamada N, Tsuda T, et al (2020).
Characteristics of tobacco-related lung diseases in Fukuoka
Prefecture, Japan: A prospective, multi-institutional,
observational study. Respir Investig, 58, 74-80. .
Ozawa Y, Suda T, Naito T, et al (2009). Cumulative incidence of
and predictive factors for lung cancer in IPF. Respirology,
14, 723-8.
Peljto AL, Selman M, Kim DS, et al (2015). The MUC5B
promoter polymorphism is associated with idiopathic
pulmonary fibrosis in a Mexican cohort but is rare among
Asian ancestries. Chest, 147, 460-4.
Raghu G, Collard HR, Egan JJ, et al (2011). An official ATS/

ERS/JRS/ALAT statement: idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis:
evidence-based guidelines for diagnosis and management.
Am J Respir Crit Care Med, 183, 788-824.
Revesz D, Milaneschi Y, Verhoeven JE, et al (2015). Longitudinal
associations between metabolic syndrome components and
telomere shortening. J Clin Endocrinol Metab, 100, 3050-9.
Snetselaar R, van Moorsel CHM, Kazemier KM, et al (2015).
Telomere length in interstitial lung diseases. Chest, 148,
1011-8.
Stanley SE, Chen JJ, Podlevsky JD, et al (2015). Telomerase
mutations in smokers with severe emphysema. J Clin Invest,
125, 563-70.
Stuart BD, Choi J, Zaidi S, et al (2015). Exome sequencing links
mutations in PARN and RTEL1 with familial pulmonary
fibrosis and telomere shortening. Nat Genet, 47, 512-7.
Taylor J, Tyekucheva S, King DC, et al (2006). ESPERR:
learning strong and weak signals in genomic sequence
alignments to identify functional elements. Genome Res,
16, 1596-604.
Tuder RM, Kern JA, Miller YE (2012). Senescence in chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease. Proc Am Thorac Soc, 9, 62-3.
van Moorsel CHM (2018). Trade-offs in aging lung diseases:
a review on shared but opposite genetic risk variants in
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, lung cancer and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease. Curr Opin Pulm Med, 24,
309-17.
Vestbo J, Hurd SS, Agusti AG, et al (2013). Global strategy
for the diagnosis, management, and prevention of chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease: GOLD executive summary.
Am J Respir Crit Care Med, 187, 347-65.
Vogelmeier CF, Criner GJ, Martinez FJ, et al (2017). Global
strategy for the diagnosis, management, and prevention
of chronic obstructive lung disease 2017 report. GOLD
Executive Summary. Am J Respir Crit Care Med, 195,
557-82.
von Zglinicki T (2002). Oxidative stress shortens telomeres.
Trends Biochem Sci, 27, 339-44.
Walsh KM, Codd V, Rice T, et al (2015). Longer
genotypically-estimated leukocyte telomere length is
associated with increased adult glioma risk. Oncotarget,
6, 42468-77.
Yang IV, Schwartz DA (2015). Epigenetics of idiopathic
pulmonary fibrosis. Transl Res, 165, 48-60.
Zhou W, Wang Y (2016). Candidate genes of idiopathic
pulmonary fibrosis: current evidence and research. Appl
Clin Genet, 9, 5-13.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNon Commercial 4.0 International License.

Asian Pacific Journal of Cancer Prevention, Vol 21

673

