Supplementary Tables
Supplementary Table 1a. Ever‑tobacco use by gender (n = 886 with complete data)​
	Gender
	Never user n (%)
	Ever‑user n (%)
	χ² /p-value/OR

	Female (n = 468)
	449 (96.0)
	19 (4.1)
	χ² = 19.91
p-value < 0.001

	Male (n = 418)
	366 (87.6)
	52 (12.4)
	OR (boys vs girls) = 3.36 (95% CI 1.95–5.78).​



Supplementary Table 1b. Current vs non‑current use among ever‑users, by gender (n = 71)​
	Gender
	Non‑current n (%)
	Current user n (%)
	χ² /p-value/OR

	Female ever‑users (n = 19)
	10 (52.6)
	9 (47.4)
	χ² = 7.33
p-value = 0.0068

	Male ever‑users (n = 52)
	45 (86.5)
	7 (13.5)
	OR (current use in girls vs boys) = 5.79 (95% CI 1.74–19.25).​



Supplementary Table 2. Age at first tobacco use among ever‑users (n = 71; 43 with valid age)​
	Age category
	n
	% of ever‑users

	<10 years
	5
	7.0

	10–12 years
	13
	18.3

	13–15 years
	14
	19.7

	>15 years
	11
	15.5

	Not applicable / age not provided
	28
	39.4



Supplementary Table 3a. Influences on understanding/use among ever‑users (n = 71; multiple responses)​
	Influencing factor
	n
	% of ever‑users

	Friends
	35
	49.3

	Family members
	14
	19.7

	Social media/advertisements/films
	10
	14.1

	No influence (self‑learned)
	8
	11.3

	Not applicable
	8
	11.3



Supplementary Table 3b. Main reason for tobacco use among ever‑users (n = 71)*​
	Main reason
	n
	%

	Curiosity
	17
	23.9

	Peer pressure
	28
	39.4

	Stress relief
	10
	14.1

	To look stylish/macho
	7
	9.9

	Not applicable
	15
	21.1


*Some discrepancy suggests that a few respondents may have marked more than one “main reason”; this is acknowledged as a limitation in interpretation.​
Supplementary Table 4a. General awareness of tobacco and its forms (N = 898)​
	Awareness measure
	Response
	n (%)

	Knows what tobacco is
	Yes
	780 (86.9)

	
	No
	118 (13.1)



Supplementary Table 4b. Awareness of specific forms of tobacco (N = 898)​
	Product known
	n
	%

	Smokeless tobacco (khaini, gutkha, pan masala, gul, etc.)
	618
	68.8

	Cigarette
	434
	48.3

	Bidi
	376
	41.9

	Hookah
	286
	31.8

	“Don’t know any”
	139
	15.5





Supplementary Table 5a. Knowledge of tobacco-related health consequences (N = 898)​
	Perception that tobacco is harmful
	n (%)

	Yes, aware that tobacco is harmful
	805 (89.6)

	No
	24 (2.7)

	Don’t know
	65 (7.2)



Supplementary Table 5b. Specific health consequences reported (N = 898)​
	Reported health effect
	n
	%

	“All of the above” (cancer + respiratory disease + heart disease)
	652
	72.6

	Cancer
	222
	24.7

	Breathing problems / respiratory disease
	60
	6.7

	Heart disease
	53
	5.9

	“None of these”
	48
	5.3



Supplementary Table 6. Exposure to tobacco awareness programmes (N = 898)​
	Response
	n (%)

	Attended session in school
	355 (39.5)

	Attended in neighbourhood
	59 (6.6)

	No exposure
	489 (54.5)



Supplementary Table 7. Attitudes and behaviours regarding tobacco among students (N = 898)​
	Measure
	Response
	n (%)

	Ever given tobacco to others
	Yes
	97 (10.8)

	
	No
	791 (88.1)

	
	Missing
	10 (1.1)

	Support ban on selling tobacco to <18 years
	Yes, supports ban
	368 (41.0)

	
	No, does not support ban
	517 (57.6)

	
	Don’t know / missing
	13 (1.4)




